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Second expert meeting of the Working Group on Marine Geospatial Information
Leibniz-Institute for Baltic Sea Research Warnemünde, Rostock-Warnemünde, Germany

24 – 28 February 2020

Agenda Item #5
Implementing the United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework

- development of guidance and recommended actions
by the Working Group on Legal and Policy Frameworks for Geospatial Information Management
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..  …   addressing the complex policy and legal issues impacting the 
availability and accessibility of geospatial data including data sharing across 
borders

Four observed policy and legal gaps:
q Policies and laws requiring data be collected by “authoritative” data 

providers limit the availability of geospatial information to address certain 
issues, e.g. response to a disaster

q Licensing terms of data providers can restrict the use of geospatial 
information to address key governmental functions

q Existing policy and legal frameworks are not able to adapt to new 
technologies critical to the collection, use and sharing of geospatial 
information

q National security concerns hinder the ability of the geospatial community 
to collect and use certain types of geospatial information
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Observations:

q The approach to address policy and legal issues may be different 
depending on the circumstances

q There are many similarities as to concerns/perceived risks associated with 
the collection and use of geospatial information

q There are some differences as to how countries address these concerns

q These perceived risks can impact availability and
accessibility of geospatial information at the
national, regional and international levels Anchored by nine 

Strategic Pathways, 
the Framework is a 
mechanism for 
articulating and 
demonstrating 
national leadership 
in geospatial 
information, and 
the capacity to take 
positive steps.
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Developing possible approaches to address 
these risks and minimize the differences -

1. Assess Existing Policy and Legal 
Framework

2. Identify  and Analyze Gaps and 
Opportunities

3. Address Gaps and Opportunities

4. Future Proof Policy and  Legal 
Frameworks

5. Assure Policy Coherence and Legal 
Interoperability

6. Monitor Compliance

What
Who
How
Why

Goal

Based on users need
• Use cases
• Table top exercises
• Consultations

Based on national strategies
• Digital transformation
• Prioritized utility areas for 

Geospatial Information

Desired 
framework

Existing 
FrameworkGAP
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